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Eagles and Where They Gather

God uses birds to represent angels.  (See article on Birds).  
The case of the eagle is very interesting in that it can be a large 
powerful and majestic bird, soaring in the heavens, caring 
for its offspring in large protected nests hidden in the forest 
treetops or mountains.  Eagles often swoop out of the sky 
over a body of water and snatch a fish that they bring back to 
the nest to nourish little eaglets.  It can also be like a carrion-
eating vulture consuming the carcass of a dead animal.  God 
uses eagles to represent powerful angels, some of which work 
for Him doing His bidding and some of which are among 
Satan’s fallen angels known as demons.

Twice in Scripture God executes a dramatic rescue of His 
people on eagles’ wings—once in the Old Testament and 
once in the New Testament.  In the Old Testament in Exodus 
19:4 just before giving ancient Israel the Ten Commandments 
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God says to His people, “You have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to Myself.”  Having rescued Israel from the bondage of 
pharaoh’s Egypt, He gave them the Ten Commandments—the 
basic foundation upon which they could build a relationship 
with God.  Ancient Israel promised to obey, securing His 
nurturing care and blessings.  This became the foundation of 
the old covenant making Israel God’s bride—the woman He 
would work through on earth.

Skipping ahead 1,500 years to Revelation 12, we find the 
woman and the eagle mentioned again.  Revelation 12:1-
6 draws a vivid picture of the Christ Child being born on 
earth then attacked by Satan and his demons.  When His 
life’s mission was over and He was caught up to heaven, the 
“woman” now in the form of Christ’s Christian bride once 
again is delivered on eagles’ wings.  We can read the account 
in Revelation 12:13-17.  “Now when the dragon saw that he 
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had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who 
gave birth to the male Child.  But the woman was given two 
wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness 
to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and 
half a time, from the presence of the serpent.  So the serpent 
spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, 
that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood.  But 
the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth 
and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out 
of his mouth.  And the dragon was enraged with the woman, 
and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who 
keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ.”

Satan spews a flood.  Since a soft, gentle rain (see article on 
Rain) pictures God’s word, His truth embodied in the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, a flood is none other than 
a torrential downpour of false doctrine.  The serpent is at war 
with those who keep the Ten Commandments (Revelation 
12:17).

Christ warns of the devastating effects of the storm of wind, 
rain, and flood in Matthew 7:24-25.  “Therefore whoever 
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him 
to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain 
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the 
rock.”  Matthew 7:15-23 reveals that the flood comes in the 
form of false doctrine leading to lawlessness.  Lawlessness 
in God’s eyes is the twisting, perversion, or disregard for the 
Ten Commandments.

In Matthew 5:17-19 Christ is very clear that He did not come 
to earth to change or do away with the Ten Commandments.  
One does not have to examine Christianity to realize the vast 
majority have accepted changes to the law or believe it was 
totally done away, sometimes referred to as “nailed to the 
cross.”  Nothing could literally be further from the truth.

In Matthew 7:26 Christ said that all who would listen to 
His words (read the Bible or its expounding by others) 
would be hit by the flood.  But those not building on the 
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solid foundation of His law would lose their moorings and 
“swallow” the flood of false doctrine.  See Ephesians 4:11-16 
and II Timothy 4:1-5.

In Matthew 24:11-12 Christ warns of false teachers bringing 
lawlessness to the church, leading the love of many to wax 
cold.  The history of Christianity is replete with the love of 
many waxing so cold they literally killed, maimed, destroyed, 
and persecuted millions in His name.  Matthew 24:28 can 
now be understood that wherever the carcass (ptoma in 
Greek, #4430, Strong’s Concordance, 1995) is—the bodies of 
Christians gone cold—the carrion eagles would gather.

The parallel account in Luke 17:33-37 speaks of one taken and 
one left to be with Him, to be cared for.  When the apostles 
ask, “Where Lord?” He responds, “Wherever the body is, 
the eagles will be gathered.”  In this case the body refers to a 
sound, healthy body of Christ.  The word for body is soma in 
the Greek (#4983, Strong’s Concordance, 1995). 

So we can see that angels, represented by eagles, focus on the 
Church as the body of Christ.  Good angels nourish and assist 
the body, while bad angels attack and try to devour the body 
by encouraging it to “wax cold.”  In the end, it is wonderful to 
know that God and His angels will be victorious.

If you are interested in more information on this subject, 
please contact us.
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Satan’s Name

Now let us examine the name of Satan. In the Hebrew,
Satan (#7854, Strong’s Concordance, 1995) means
opponent; arch-enemy of good; adversary; to attack; or to
accuse.  In the Greek, Satan (#4567, Strong’s Concordance,
1995) means “the accuser.” The word devil in the Greek
(#1228, Strong’s Concordance, 1995) means a slanderer; a
false accuser. Belial (#1100, Strong’s Concordance 1995),
which is another Hebrew word for the devil, means
worthless; destruction; and wickedness. Revelation 9:11
calls him Apollyon (#623, Strong’s Concordance, 1995),
which literally means “destroyer.”

Contrasting Satan’s names, which reflect his character,
with God’s beautiful names, which reflect His character,
allows us to see two beings who are in diametric opposition
to each other. They are opposing forces. They have
opposing and opposite character traits. That is where we
have to keep it straight. Who is who?
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Revelation 12:9 says that Satan has deceived the whole
world. He has used the power of his evil influence to trick
humanity into behaving like him. This has resulted in
continual misery for the human race: war, violence,
corruption, greed. Much of the human condition reflects
what Satan has “created” in us. We too often reflect his
image rather than God’s. The absolute saddest thing is
people exhibiting, fomenting, and preaching destructive
and violent behavior while invoking the name of God. This
includes the teaching and belief that God intends to destroy
the world in some end-time cataclysm. This is what Satan
has tricked us into believing. It is important to remember
that God is a builder and creator; Satan is a deceiver and
destroyer. Satan wants us to apply his character traits to
God’s name, knowing that when we do, we take God’s
name in vain without realizing it.

It is God’s intention to utterly defeat His arch-rival, Satan.
In fact, Satan’s fate is already sealed because of Christ’s
perfect life and precious shed blood. Satan’s banishment
was pictured by the Azazel goat on the Day of Atonement.
Christ is well on the way to His goal of bringing about the
beautiful creation that He and the Father have always
intended. A Millennium of peace and prosperity is just
around the corner.











Seeds:  A Physical-Spiritual Connection

Seeds are arguably the most amazing things in all creation.  
Seeds have the power to impart life to another generation.  
This is so remarkable because in the universe all physical 
things are moving toward a state called entropy.  According 
to the American Heritage Diction of the English Language, 
entropy is “the tendency for all matter and energy in the 
universe to evolve toward a state of inert uniformity.”  When 
living things die, they have moved into a state of entropy, the 
cessation of life’s energy.  When no more electrical impulses 
can be detected, we use the term “flatlined.”  Seeds defy the 
law of entropy!

Seeds, whether plant, animal, or human fertilized embryo, 
have within them the mechanisms and energy to impart life 
to succeeding generations.  Life is therefore inherent within 
the seed to beget life.  Genesis 1:11-12 tells us that God’s 
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design provides for living things to have the ability to beget 
life after their own kind.  “Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring 
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that 
yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on 
the earth’; and it was so.  And the earth brought forth grass, 
the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree 
that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind.  
And God saw that it was good.”

Physical seed can beget only physical life.  We can learn about 
the potential for eternal life through careful observation 
of physical seed.  Eternal life permanently overcomes the 
obstacle of entropy.  Satan tried to thwart God’s plan for 
mankind to have eternal life.  Satan brought death and 
eventual entropy to the human race by causing sin to enter 
Adamic man.  Let’s read portions of Genesis 3 regarding 
the fall of Adamic man and what God promised in order to 
reverse death and the resulting entropy.

Genesis 3:1-5  “Now the serpent was more cunning than any 
beast of the field which the Lord God had made.  And he 
said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, “You shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden”?’  And the woman said to the 
serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but 
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God has said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest 
you die.”’  Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not 
surely die.  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.’”

God responded to the situation in verse 14 and 15.  “So the 
Lord God said to the serpent:  ‘Because you have done this, 
you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every 
beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat 
dust all the days of your life.  And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; 
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He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.’”  
The Seed that would eventually proceed from the succeeding 
generations was Jesus Christ.

The miracle is that Jesus Christ was the first seed from a 
human being that had eternal life within itself and the ability 
to impart this life to succeeding and eventually preceding 
generations of human beings!  Christ’s remarkable seed can 
live in us leading eventually to the resurrection to eternal 
life.  I Peter 1:22-23 explains the power and promise of how 
God will defeat death and entropy.  “Since you have purified 
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere 
love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure 
heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but 
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and 
abides forever.”

Thus through the miracle of life inherent within physical 
seed, we learn how Jesus Christ truly is the sower of the seed 
with the power to convey eternal life!

See:
- Trees
- Serpents
- Rain
- Springs and Fountains

Request in-depth studies:
- CD Natural Springs and Fountains (#381)
- CD Watering the Seed (#382)



Serpents

Most people are aware that the Bible calls Satan a serpent.  
Genesis 3:1-4 explains how Satan, in the guise of a serpent, 
deceived Eve then Adam into sinning by eating forbidden 
fruit.  “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of 
the field which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the 
woman, ‘Has God indeed said, “You shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden”?’  And the woman said to the serpent, 
‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has 
said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.”’  
Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.’” 

Obviously the fruit they consumed was much more than a 
physical apple or other tree-borne fruit, for it had negative 
impact on their hearts and minds.  Adam and Eve had 
swallowed the lie that there was a different way of life 
that would make them wise and knowledgeable as God.  
Swallowing this lie has had a profound negative effect on 
mankind.  This way of life is actually the way of suffering 
and death.  The curse of suffering and death entered Adamic 
man by way of Satan’s mouth.  The serpent beguiled Eve by 
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uttering smooth words that literally separated man from 
God, just as dark is the opposite of light, evil is the opposite 
of good, and lies are the opposite of truth.

God turned the tables on Satan by pronouncing His own 
curse on the serpent in Genesis 3:14-15.  “So the Lord God 
said to the serpent:  ‘Because you have done this, you are 
cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the 
field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all 
the days of your life.  And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.’”  Satan’s 
curse was that he would have to devour through deception 
every human being for the next 6,000 years.  Failure to do 
so would result in the destruction of his empire and his 
permanent banishment into the outer darkness beyond the 
universe.  The enmity between Satan and the woman was 
that she, through her descendants would bear a Son who was 
incorruptible—the one we know as Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.

The synopsis of this saga is contained in Revelation 12:1-5.  
“Now a great sign appeared in heaven:  a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head 
a garland of twelve stars.  Then being with child, she cried out 
in labor and in pain to give birth.  And another sign appeared 
in heaven:  behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven 
heads and ten horns and seven diadems on his heads.  His 
tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to 
the earth.  And the dragon stood before the woman who was 
ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was 
born.  She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with 
a rod of iron.  And her Child was caught up to God and His 
throne.

Since that notorious event in the garden, Satan has never quit 
lying to the human race.  His goal was to lie his way into 
every human heart to deny God the family of man and keep 
his own evil empire in existence forever.  He even tried to 
get Christ to agree to this evil idea by avoiding death on the 
cross in exchange for a place within the kingdom of God, in 
effect making himself a member of the Godhead.  Matthew 
4:1-11 contains the account.  “Then Jesus was led up by the 
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Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And 
when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He 
was hungry.  Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If 
You are the Son of God, command that these stones become 
bread.’  But He answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God.”’  Then the devil took Him up into the 
holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to 
Him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw Yourself down.  For 
it is written:  “He shall give His angels charge over you,” and 
“In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot 
against a stone.”’  Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, “You 
shall not tempt the Lord your God.”’  Again, the devil took 
Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  And he said 
to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down 
and worship me.’  Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, 
Satan!  For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your 
God, and Him only you shall serve.”’  Then the devil left Him, 
and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.”

This is confirmed in Isaiah 14:12-15.  “How you are fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  How you are 
cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!  For 
you have said in your heart:  ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will 
exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the 
mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; 
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the 
Most High.’ Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the 
lowest depths of the Pit.”

Satan’s bag of tricks has always been the same:  Feed men evil 
ideas by poisoning their minds with his inspiration.  Then 
use those who swallow his lies as his serpents to infect others 
with his evil thoughts.  The following sequence of Scriptures 
reveals his diabolical plot, and how God is well aware of what 
he is doing and is countering him with His own servants 
armed with the truth.

 Isaiah 59:4-5   Hatch viper’s eggs
 Matthew 23:33   Brood of vipers
 Malachi 4:1-3   Crush serpents under the soles of feet



























Springs and Fountains

Literally every physical thing in existence can help us learn 
about God and teach us lessons from God.  This physical-
spiritual connection was designed by God to help us know 
Him, have a relationship with Him, and understand the 
spiritual realm.  The spiritual realm would be impossible to 
understand without the physical realm in which we exist.  
The water flowing from natural springs and fountains is a 
classic and very important example of this.

The World Book Encyclopedia 2006 Edition describes a spring 
as “A natural source of water that flows from the ground.  
Water from rain and melting snow seeps into the ground.  It 
filters through the pores and cracks in the soil into the layers 
of rock.  The water finally reaches a layer through which it 
cannot pass.  This water held underground is called ground 
water.  Gravity may force the water to rise until it finds a 
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way out to the surface to form a spring.”  Streams feed into 
streams, rivers, and bodies of water which are essential to all 
life.

Natural springs and fountains are water that has fallen, in 
the form of rain and snow, from the heavens above and 
eventually gush forth from the earth where they can be 
beautiful, refreshing, healthful water for man and beast.

From the beginning to the end of the Bible, water sources 
figure very prominently in Scripture.  Genesis 2:8-10 tells 
us, “The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and 
there He put the man whom He had formed.  And out of the 
ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food.  The tree of life was also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.  Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, 
and from there it parted and became four riverheads.”  We 
see that out of the ground grew every tree that was pleasant 
and good for food as well as a water source, originating in 
Eden, going forth from the garden to form four riverheads.

God reveals in the seventh chapter of the last book of the 
Bible, Revelation, verses 9-10 and 16-17 that in the last days 
an enormous multitude of people would be led to fountains 
of living water.  “After these things I looked, and behold, a 
great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 
saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!’  …They shall neither hunger anymore nor 
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 
for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd 
them and lead them to living fountains of waters.  And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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Let’s learn more about these living fountains.  Christ Himself 
has much to say about them.

We’ll break into the story of the Samaritan woman who met 
Christ at Jacob’s well.  John 4:5-14  “So He came to a city of 
Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  Now Jacob’s well was there.  
Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by 
the well.  It was about the sixth hour.  A woman of Samaria 
came to draw water.  Jesus said to her, ‘Give Me a drink.’  For 
His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.  Then 
the woman of Samaria said to Him, ‘How is it that You, being 
a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?’  For the 
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.  Jesus answered and 
said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who 
says to you, “Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, 
and He would have given you living water.’  The woman 
said to Him, ‘Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the 
well is deep.  Where then do You get that living water?  Are 
you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and 
drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?’  
Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Whoever drinks of this water 
will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall 
give him will never thirst.  But the water that I shall give him 
will become in him a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life.’”

In this exchange Christ demonstrates to us that just as 
physical water is understood to be essential for physical 
life, there is a form of water He called “living water” which 
is essential for eternal life.  Water that imparts eternal life 
must indeed be spiritual.  A few chapters later in John 7:37-
39 Christ explains more about this water and its source.  
“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 
drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’  But this He spoke 
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concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would 
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified.”

It is clear that Christ Himself is the source of living water in 
the form of His Holy Spirit.  If we believe in Him and accept 
the truth of His word, He becomes a spring within us which 
literally bubbles forth from our heart in the form of a river of 
living water!  In these verses Christ was building on an Old 
Testament Scripture in Isaiah 12:3.  “Therefore with joy you 
will draw water from the wells of salvation.”  It is a miracle 
that the earth (which human beings are) can become a spring 
of water and a fountain of life for other people.

Isaiah 55:1, 8-13  “Ho!  Everyone who thirsts, come to the 
waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat.  
Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price...‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 
ways My ways,’ says the Lord.  ‘For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and 
My thoughts than your thoughts.  For as the rain comes 
down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, 
but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My 
word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return 
to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.  For you shall go 
out with joy, and be let out with peace; the mountains and 
the hills shall break forth into singing before you, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands.  Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the cypress tree, and instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be to the Lord for a 
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.’”

This demonstrates how God uses our physical surroundings 
to teach us His deep spiritual concepts.  Just as the World 
Book Encyclopedia explained how springs form from the 
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rain and snow that falls from the physical heavens above and 
percolate through the soil of the earth to form springs, so it 
is with God’s word, the Bible, which percolates through the 
soil, human beings, as God’s marvelous thoughts.  That’s why 
John 1:1-4 calls Jesus Christ “the Word,” and in Him is the 
source of eternal life!

See:
- Rain
- Seeds:  A Physical-Spiritual Connection
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